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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entrtled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4-6, and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,589,892 to Knee. 

Regarding claims 1 arid 4, Knee discloses a process for transmitting 
service information in a television system comprising transmitter, which transmits 
data over input 1 1 to a receiver (figure 1 ), 

transmitting an event (a "sports program" column 41, lines 34-60); 

transmitting versions of an upgradeable summary(games scores, sports 
information such as updated game scores, detailed team specific information, 
and related interactive services etc) of the said event, the content of a current 
version of the summary being dependent on the content of the event occurring 
since the transmission of the previous version of the summary up to the instant of 
transmission of the current version of the summary (column 41 , lines 56-59, 
column 42, lines 33-56, figures 48, 52); 

and at the receiver 605 (figure 58), 
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presenting an upgradeable summary of said event being the result of 
concatenating of the versions within a buffer 15 (summaries are illustrated in 
figures 50, 52 and 54, column 43, lines 21-54, column 44, lines 16-33, column 
46, lines 33-44, 56-column 47, line 18) 

and at the level of the receiver of: 

concatenating versions successively received in the memory of the 
receiver, the upgradeable summary of said event being the result of the 
concatenating of the versions (column 40, lines 42-55, column 44, lines 22-33, 
Figure 47). 

Regarding claim 2, Knee discloses that periodically, following the 
occurrence of a particular situation in the content of an event, an updated version 
is transmitted to a user, (column 45, lines 60-column 46, line 16). 

Regarding claim 5 and 6, Knee discloses that the retrieval of real time 
data occurs when a user enters a sports mode of the EPG application residing on 
the STB (column 46, line 46-column 47, line 18). 

Regarding claim 9, Knee discloses a receiver for receiving service 
information in a television system, the receiver includes: 

- receiving means for receiving events (sports games) and versions of an 
upgradeable summary of the said event (summaries shown Figures 50, 52, and 
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54, which are games scores, detailed team specific information, and related 
Interactive services) via a virtual channel (column 44, line 66-column 45, line 16); 

- means for concatenating versions successively received (column 41 , 
lines 34-62, column 42, lines 45-53, column 43, lines 29-32, colunnn 44, lines 22- 
33, column 46, line 56-column 47, line 18), the upgradeable sumnnary of the said 
event being the result of the concatenating of the versions (column 41, lines 56- 
59, column 42, lines 33-58, figure 48, figure 50, column 43, lines 21-54, column 
44, lines 16-33, column 46, lines 33-44, 56-column 47, line 18); 

- memory 18 for storing the upgradeable summary in the receiver (figure 
47, column 4, lines 11-20) ; 

-display circuits 33 for displaying the upgradeable summary (figure 47). 

Knee inherently transmits different versions of the real time data, as 
different versions of the data are required for a game being watched in real time 
to keep a user updated as to the current score, quarter or time remaining. 

Regarding claim 10, Knee discloses that the sports score info is presented 
to a user when a user enters sports browse mode (column 46, line 46-column 47, 
line 18). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Knee discloses that when the data feed is accessed 
to provide information for a game currently in progress, microcontroller 16 causes 
VDG 23 to display the current score, and time remaining for a basketball, football 
or hockey game (column 44, lines 22-29), data is detected and extracted by VBI 
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decoder 30a (Figure 47, column 40, lines 42-55, column 46, line 56-column 47, 
line 18). 

Regarding claim 12, Knee discloses a transmitter for transmitting service 
information in a television system, wherein it comprises: 

- means for transmitting an event (a sports program, column 41, lines 34- 

60); 

- means for transmitting versions of an upgradeable summary of the said 
event (updated sports scores and other sports related infornnation, figures 50, 52, 
and 54, column 41 , lines 34-62, column 42, lines 45-53, column 43, lines 29-32, 
column 44, lines 22-33, column 46, line 56-column 47, line 18), the content of a 
current version of the summary being dependent on the content of the event 
occurring since the transmission of the previous version of the summary up to the 
instant of transmission of the current version of the summary (figure 50, column 
43, lines 21-54, column 44, lines 16-33, column 46, lines 33-44, 56-column 47, 
line 18), 

Regarding claim 13, Knee discloses that periodically, following the 
occurrence of a particular situation in the content of an event, an updated version 
is transmitted to a user, (column 45, lines 60-column 46, line 16). 
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3. Claims 3, 7, 8, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,589,892 to Knee in view of U.S. Patent 
6,035,304 to Machida. 

Regarding claims 3, 7 and 8, Knee discloses that a real time data feed 
may provide sports information. 

Knee is silent regarding a version descriptor and display of time and 
version information. 

Machida discloses an EPG system in which the EPG data has time and 
data information, as well as a version attribute 130, a STB utilizes this 
information to determine how "fresh" the data is (column 14, lines 30-44, column 
24, line 60-column 25, line 19). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Knee to utilize the version attribute of Machida 
thus enabling a user to keep track of when a version of the data was received to 
track the progress of a sporting event. 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Knee discloses that a real time data feed 
may provide sports information. 

Knee is silent regarding a version descriptor and the values of the 
numbers associated two consecutive versions being consecutive. 

Machida discloses an EPG system in which the EPG data has time and 
data information, as well as a version attribute 130, a STB utilizes this 
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information to determine how "fresh" the data is (column 14, lines 30-44, column 
24. line 60-column 25, line 19). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Knee to utilize the version attribute of Machida 
thus enabling a user to keep track of when a version of the data was received to 
track the progress of a sporting event. 

Machida does not disclose if the version numbers are consecutive. 

The examiner takes official notice that the use of consecutive version 
numbers is notoriously well known in the art. For example MS-DOS versions 6.0, 
6.1 and 6.2. Consecutive version numbers allow a user to easily understand the 
version history of an application or data record. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify the combination of Knee and Machida to utilize 
consecutive version numbers in order to make it easier for a user to track the 
version history of the supplied data. 

Conclusion 

4, The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,536,041 to Knudson: Program Guide System with Real- 
Time Data Sources. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone 
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number is 703-305-3234. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday during normal business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



HBL 




